Filing a Citizen Complaint in the Garland Municipal Court

What is a citizen complaint?

A citizen complaint is a request to the Court to begin a criminal prosecution against someone.
The complaint must be made in writing; it must fully identify the person to be charged; and it
must be made under oath. The complaint must also provide enough detailed information to show
that an offense occurred, that this Court has jurisdiction over the offense, and that there is likely
enough evidence to prove the offense beyond a reasonable doubt. One citizen complaint form
must be completed for each individual offense you wish to be filed.

What happens to the complaint after it Is flled?

The complaint is assigned a tracking number by the Court clerks and is forwarded to the
Prosecutor’s office for review. Please note that the filing of a complaint does not automatically
result in criminal charges being filed. A prosecution attorney will review the information
provide on the complaint form and decide whether to file charges based upon the complaint.

Why might a complaint be rejected?

There are several factors which are considered when complaints are reviewed. There must be
sufficient information identifying the person complained against - including name, address, and
date of birth, race, sex, and driver’s license number ~ to guard against charging or arresting the
wrong individual. The Court must also have jurisdiction over the offense; in other words, it must
be a Class C misdemeanor which occurred in the City of Garland. Finally the prosecutor must
also determine whether the offense can be proven in Court beyond a reasonable doubt based on
the information provided. The prosecutor has complete discretion to decide whether or not to
accept a complaint,

What happens if a complaint is accepted?

If a complaint i3 accepted, it is returned to the Court clerks for processing. A citation is issued to
the person complained of (now called “the defendant”), and he or she is sent a summons requiring
him or her to appear in Court to answer the charge. This Court handles only Class C
misdemeanors — that is, crimes punishable by a fine only, not with confinement in jail or prison.
Therefore, when the defendant appears, her or she may plead Guilty or No Contest to the charge
and pay a set fine, and the matter is concluded. The defendant may also plead Not Guilty and be
set for a pre-trial conference. Only if the defendant maintains a Not Guilty plea will the case be
set for trial. If the State needs your testimony at the trial, you will be notified to appear and
testify.

What can I do if my complaint is refused?

If a complaint is refused, it does not necessarily mean that the complaint was baseless; it simply
means that it does not satisfy the strict requirements that the prosecutor has when choosing such
cases to pursue. The decision not to initiate criminal charges based on the complaint should not
affect any other rights you may have, and should not be viewed as a comment about the strength
or weakness of any possible civil action based on the events alleged in the complaint. A private
attorney can advise you about your rights. Should you wish to pursue any other action it is
recommended that you consult a private attorney as soon as possible, as there may be time limits
affecting your rights.
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GARLAND MUNICIPAL COURT OF RECORD COMPLAINT AFFIDAVIT
. Please Type or Print Clearly

Your Name: Your telephone number:

Your Maifllng Address:

Number & Steet ApL ¥ Tity Stais Zp

| am requesting that a criminal charge be filed againast:

Defendani's Name: Telephone number:
Address: .
Number & Street Apl. 3 City Slate Zip
Date of Birth. Race: Sex: Driver's License/lD #:
Month Day Year Number Stale

NOTE: Failure (o inciuda this information may prevent the complaint from being accepled.

1 belleve the Defendant committed the following criminal offense:

Brief Description of Offense:

Date of Offense: Time of Offense: AM/PM
Month Day Yoar (Circie One)
Location of Offense:
Number & Street Apt # ~Chy State Zp

| belleve this because:

Pigase give a compisle description of the circumstances of the offense: who was involved, what ied up to #, how R happensd, and the resufts of the
conduct {injuries or property damage, if any). Include any detalls you befieve may be important. Continue on the reverss if necessary.

S~

Others who may have withessed this offense are:

Pleass provide information on anyone eise who was present or who may have knowledge of relevant facts, whether or not you think they support your
version of the eventa, Conlinus on the reverse if necegsary. .

1.

Name ’ Address City, State Phone Number
2. .

Name Address City, State . Phone Number
3

Name Address City, State Phone Number

Under penaity of perjury, | swear or affirm that the information provided on this form is within my own personal knowledge and Is true and
correct, and | request that the charge listed above’be flled against the named defendant. | understand that this complsint is only a request
and that criminal charges may not result. if the complaint is accepted, | agres to appear and testify in court procsedings as necessary.

1 understand that this complaint form is avallable to the public for inspection, copying or both upon request.

(Pate & Time Stamp)
Complainant:

Signature Date

Subscribed and sworn to beforema on thisthe ___dayof 20

—

Deputy Clerk of the Municipal Court of Record, Garland, Dallas County, Texas

Otterse. ~
CFMER L
Oiher:._
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