AGENDA
CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION
City of Garland
Work Session Room, City Hall
200 North Fifth Street, Garland, Texas
June 5, 2012
6:00 p.m.

DEFINITIONS:

Written Briefing:

Items that generally do not require a presentation or

discussion by the staff or Council.

On these items the staff is seeking

direction from the Council or providing information in a written format.
Verbal Briefing: These items do not require written background information or
are an update on items previously discussed by the Council.
Regular Item: These items generally require discussion between the Council
and staff, boards, commissions, or consultants.

These items are often

accompanied by a formal presentation followed by discussion.

[Public comment will not be accepted during Work Session
unless Council determines otherwise.]
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NOTICE: The City Council may recess from the open session and convene in a closed
executive session if the discussion of any of the listed agenda items concerns one or more
of the following matters:
(1) Pending/contemplated litigation, settlement offer(s), and matters concerning privileged
and unprivileged client information deemed confidential by Rule 1.05 of the Texas
Disciplinary Rules of Professional Conduct. Sec. 551.071, TEX. GOV'T CODE.
(2) The purchase, exchange, lease or value of real property, if the deliberation in an open
meeting would have a detrimental effect on the position of the City in negotiations with a
third person. Sec. 551.072, TEX. GOV'T CODE.
(3) A contract for a prospective gift or donation to the City, if the deliberation in an open
meeting would have a detrimental effect on the position of the City in negotiations with a
third person. Sec. 551.073, TEX. GOV'T CODE.
(4) Personnel matters involving the appointment, employment, evaluation, reassignment,
duties, discipline or dismissal of a public officer or employee or to hear a complaint against
an officer or employee. Sec. 551.074, TEX. GOV'T CODE.
(5) The deployment, or specific occasions for implementation of security personnel or
devices. Sec. 551.076, TEX. GOV'T CODE.
(6) Discussions or deliberations regarding commercial or financial information that the City
has received from a business prospect that the City seeks to have locate, stay, or expand in
or near the territory of the City and with which the City is conducting economic development
negotiations; or
to deliberate the offer of a financial or other incentive to a business prospect of the sort
described in this provision. Sec. 551.087, TEX. GOV'T CODE.
(7) Discussions, deliberations, votes, or other final action on matters related to the City’s
competitive activity, including information that would, if disclosed, give advantage to
competitors or prospective competitors and is reasonably related to one or more of the
following categories of information:
• generation unit specific and portfolio fixed and variable costs, including forecasts of
those costs, capital improvement plans for generation units, and generation unit
operating characteristics and outage scheduling;
• bidding and pricing information for purchased power, generation and fuel, and
Electric Reliability Council of Texas bids, prices, offers, and related services and
strategies;
• effective fuel and purchased power agreements and fuel transportation
arrangements and contracts;
• risk management information, contracts, and strategies, including fuel hedging and
storage;
• plans, studies, proposals, and analyses for system improvements, additions, or
sales, other than transmission and distribution system improvements inside the
service area for which the public power utility is the sole certificated retail provider;
and
• customer billing, contract, and usage information, electric power pricing information,
system load characteristics, and electric power marketing analyses and strategies.
Sec. 551.086; TEX. GOV'T CODE; Sec. 552.133, TEX. GOV’T CODE]
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(6:00) 1.

Written Briefings:
a. Walnut Street Verizon and Oncor Overhead Utility
Easement Dedication
In an effort to reduce the number of overhead utility lines in the
downtown area in anticipation of the City’s proposed improvements
on the former DGNO and DART right-of-way, the City developed a
project to relocate the existing overhead lines for Oncor and Verizon
to an underground duct bank. This project requires placing the duct
bank in service prior to removing the overhead facilities. With limited
right-of-way, the duct bank location is outside of the Walnut Street
right-of-way but within City property previously owned by DART. In
order to define a specific corridor for the duct bank, a utility easement
dedicated to Oncor and Verizon is required. Council is requested to
consider authorizing the Mayor to sign the utility easement to
dedicate Oncor and Verizon a defined corridor for their facilities. If
Council concurs, this item will be scheduled for formal consideration
at the June 19, 2012 Regular Meeting.

b. Appointments to Dallas Area Rapid Transit Board of Directors
The terms of office for Mark Enoch and Michael Cheney as the City
of Garland’s representatives on the DART Board of Directors will
expire on June 30, 2012. Both Mr. Enoch and Mr. Cheney have
expressed a desire to be reappointed for another two-year term.
Information was posted on the City’s website for a 14-day period in
order to provide an opportunity for citizens to apply for the positions.
Mark Enoch and Michael Cheney were the only citizens to respond.
Council is requested to consider reappointing Mark Enoch and
Michael Cheney to the DART Board of Directors to serve a two-year
term from July 1, 2012 to June 30, 2014. If Council concurs, this item
will be scheduled for formal consideration at the June 19, 2012
Regular Meeting.

Item

2.

Discuss Appointments to Boards and Commissions
Guy W. Hull II – Board of Adjustment (Willis)

Key Person

Council
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3.

Consider the Consent Agenda

Council

A member of the City Council may ask that an item on the consent
agenda for the next regular meeting be pulled from the consent agenda
and considered separate from the other consent agenda items. No
substantive discussion of that item will take place at this time.

4.

Announce Future Agenda Items

Council

A member of the City Council, with a second by another member, or the
Mayor alone, may ask that an item be placed on a future agenda of the
City Council or a committee of the City Council. No substantive
discussion of that item will take place at this time.

(6:30) 5.

Adjourn

(Estimated time to consider)

Council

Meeting: Work Session
Date: June 5, 2012

Policy Report
WALNUT STREET VERIZON AND ONCOR OVERHEAD
UTILITY EASEMENT DEDICATION
ISSUE
In an effort to reduce the number of overhead utility lines in the downtown area in
anticipation of the City’s proposed improvements on the former DGNO and DART
ROW, the City developed a project to relocate the existing overhead lines for Oncor and
Verizon to an underground duct bank. This project requires placing the duct bank in
service prior to removing the overhead facilities. With limited Right-of-Way the duct
bank location is outside of the Walnut Street right-of-way but within City property
previously owned by DART. In order to define a specific corridor for the duct bank a
utility easement dedicated to Oncor and Verizon is required.

OPTIONS
A. Authorize the Mayor to sign the utility easement to dedicate Oncor and Verizon a
defined corridor for their facilities.
B. Allow Oncor and Verizon blanket use of the City property and Walnut Right-ofway by City permit only.
C. Choose to allow overhead utilities to remain and suspend request to relocate to
an underground duct bank.

RECOMMENDATION:
Option A – Authorize the Mayor to sign the utility easement to dedicate Oncor and
Verizon a defined corridor for their facilities. If Council concurs, this item will be
scheduled for formal consideration at the June 19, 2012 Regular Meeting.

COUNCIL GOAL
Sustainable Quality Development and Redevelopment
Defends Rightful Powers of Municipalities
Fully Informed and Engaged Citizenry

BACKGROUND
The City requested Oncor and Verizon remove their overhead utilities along the south
right-of-way of Walnut Street between Glenbrook Drive and the KCS Railroad. Since

WALNUT STREET VERIZON AND ONCOR OVERHEAD UTILITY EASEMENT
DEDICATION
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the relocation from overhead to underground was an aesthetic improvement the City is
responsible for costs to make such improvements. The City has recently swapped land
with DART which has provided a corridor to contain the proposed underground duct
bank for Verizon. This corridor is owned by the City but is not City right-of-way.
Therefore, dedicating this corridor as an easement for Verizon and Oncor would provide
a specific alignment for these utilities.

CONSIDERATION
There is no monetary gain to dedicate this joint use easement to Oncor and Verizon
because the request to relocate the overhead line to an underground duct bank was
initiated by the City of Garland. The relocation of the existing overhead line will clear
the City owned property between Walnut Street and the DART rail of the overhead lines
and poles from the proposed Sixth Street Crossing. This relocation will improve the
appearance of the future Walnut Street Green Space and the entrance to the downtown
area.

ATTACHMENTS
A copy of the easement and dedication language along with the overall location of the
easement is attached.

Submitted By:

Approved By:

Michael C. Polocek, P.E.
Engineering Department

William E. Dollar
City Manager

Date: May 29, 2012

Date: May 29, 2012
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Policy Report
DALLAS AREA RAPID TRANSIT
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
ISSUE
The terms of office for Mark Enoch and Michael Cheney as the City of Garland’s
representatives on the DART Board of Directors will expire on June 30, 2012. Both
Mr. Enoch and Mr. Cheney have expressed a desire to be reappointed for another twoyear term.
Information was posted on the City’s website beginning April 30, 2012 for 14 days in
order to provide an opportunity for citizens to apply for the positions. Qualified
applicants were requested to submit a letter of interest and resume to the City
Manager’s Office. Mark Enoch and Michael Cheney were the only citizens to respond.
Council is requested to consider reappointing Mark Enoch and Michael Cheney to serve
a two-year term from July 1, 2012 to June 30, 2014 as the City of Garland’s
representatives on the DART Board of Directors.

OPTIONS
1. Reappoint Mark Enoch and Michael Cheney for another two-year term as the
City of Garland’s representatives to the DART Board of Directors.
2. Do not reappoint Mark Enoch and/or Michael Cheney.

RECOMMENDATION
Option 1 – Reappoint Mark Enoch and Michael Cheney to serve another two-year term
from July 1, 2012 to June 30, 2014. If Council concurs, this item will be scheduled for
formal consideration at the June 19, 2012 Regular Meeting.

BACKGROUND
Council initially appointed Mark Enoch to serve as one of the City of Garland’s two
representatives to the DART Board of Directors on October 7, 1997. Mr. Enoch has
continued to serve on the DART Board since that time. On May 3, 2011, Council
appointed Michael Cheney to complete the term of a previous representative. At the
end of that term, Mr. Cheney was reappointed to serve a two-year term.
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In accordance with City Council Policy GOV-01, “Council Appointments to and
Communications with Outside Agencies/Authorities”, notice was placed on the City’s
website at least 45 days prior to the board member’s expiring term for a minimum of 14
days in order to provide citizens the opportunity to apply for the position.

CONSIDERATION
At the close of the 14-day notice period, Mark Enoch and Michael Cheney were the only
citizens to respond. Mr. Enoch and Mr. Cheney have submitted requests that Council
consider reappointing them to the DART Board for another two-year term.

ATTACHMENTS
Letters of Interest from Mark Enoch and Michael Cheney

Submitted By:

William E. Dollar
City Manager
Date: May 30, 2012

